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PROJECT TITUS 

Sem students teach VBS in 
Ukrainian chess club 
 
By Samuel Pappenfuss 
 
            This summer MLS’  Project Titus sent four students (senior Emily Rob-
erts, and juniors Bonnie Whittaker, Jordan Schmitzer, and Sam Pappenfuss) to 
Ukraine in order to teach Vacation Bible School.  

We began our experiences in Kyiv, the nation’s capital (often spelled 
Kiev). Before VBS began we absorbed lots of in-depth presentations about the 
history of the Ukrainian Lutheran Church. We needed to know the background 
recent events in Ukraine. Unlike many new church groups in the country who 
are spreading new religious teachings, our Lutheran brothers stressed that we 
aren’ t teaching anything new.  

More time was set aside to teach us how to teach VBS arts and crafts; the 
training proved quite practical for people who haven’ t taught VBS. Besides our 
training in Kyiv (actually we were in a small town called Dubek just outside of 
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Sem tr iumphant in season opener  
For the first time since the early nineties Semi-

nary football won the opening game of its season. In a 
convincing victory MLS defeated non-conference foe 
Vassar for the first time in many years as well. 

The season began with a bang. Senior Jordan 
Schmitzer ran 64 yards on the first play from scrimmage 
to score the first touchdown of the game. Vassar an-
swered with a TD of their own to cap a long drive down 

the field, leveling the game at the end of the first quarter, 
7-7.  

The second quarter felt like déjà vu. The first 
Seminary play in the second saw senior QB Andy 
Baumgartner throw to senior Troy Schreiner for a 37-
yard strike to go ahead, 14-7. The Vulcans responded by 
grinding out another drive, but their attempt to tie failed 
when junior Jeremy Elias blocked their PAT. 

Defense again answered the call when senior Jeff 
Drake forced a Vassar fumble in a subsequent series to 
end the half, 14-13. 

After intermission the Vulcans scored first to 
take their first lead in the game, but failed again to con-
vert. This time a two-point conversion attempt was 
thwarted by the Cardinals in the backfield.  

Seminary’s momentum shifted and thanks to su-
perior blocking, junior Scott Cooper rushed the ball in 
45 yards to score six. Senior kicker Zach Lecker 
punched the ball through the uprights to give MLS the 
lead back, 21-19. 

The final quarter bogged down with both sides 
unable to move the pigskin effectively. When Seminary 

shut down Vassar’s attempt to move the chains on 4th 
down and very short, they took possession midfield and 
methodically drove the Vulcans back. In the red zone 
the MLS coaching staff faced 4th and long and went for 
it. This gutsy call paid off when senior Brandon 
Schwartz snagged a bullet from Baumgartner and set up 
a 1-yard TD by junior Aaron Voss to ice the first season 
opener in over a decade. 

Schmitzer ended the game with 138 yards on 12 
carries.  

MLS travels to Carrollton this Thursday. �  

Photo: Laurie Voss 
Excellent blocking allowed the Cardinals to dominate the line.  
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MLS FOOTBALL  2005 
 

Date            Opponent 

Aug. 26  at Vassar 
Sept. 1   at Carrollton  
                     (Thursday 7 p.m.) 
Sept. 9    Hemlock 
Sept. 16  Freeland 
Sept. 23  at Bullock Creek 
Sept. 30  Swan Valley  
                     (Homecoming) 
Oct. 7     St. Charles 
Oct. 14   at Merrill 
Oct. 21   Valley Lutheran  
                     (Parents’  Night) 

Prof. Malchow with some VBS kids and their friends. 
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Sign up today! Games begin after Labor Day 

Where are 
you from?  
Dresden, 
Germany 
What is your 
favorite thing 
about Seminary? Free hours 
What is the hardest thing about Sem? Study halls and Amer ican History 
What do you like to do in your free time?  Go to cinema, talk with fr iends, and e-mail 
Who is your favorite singer, actor, or actress? L iv Tyler  
What is your favorite food? Pizza and spaghetti 

Next Issue:  
           Sam Klaerner 

(Ukraine continued 
from page 1) 

Kyiv) we toured 
the city. We vis-

ited several of the old 
Eastern Orthodox 
churches, several 
monuments, and the 
Ki evo-Pecher skaya 
Lavra, a monastery 
founded in 1051. 
            After our brief 
stay in the capital our 
MLS group (including 
Prof. Malchow and his 
aunt, Norma) headed 
out to bring God’s 
Word to the children 
of Kamyanets-Podilsky (K-P), a town the size of Saginaw, but with a population of 200,000. Other Lutheran groups 
from Wisconsin Lutheran College, Wisconsin Lutheran High School, Luther Prep, and several ELS groups departed 

for different VBS sites. We took the 
slow overnight train. It averaged 
about 40 mph and lasted 11 hours. A 
van would have only taken half the 
time.  
Upon arriving in K-P, we were 
taken to our host families’  houses. 
About an hour later, the church 
president took Prof. Malchow, Jor-
dan, and me to a Russian-style 
sauna, which was very intense and 
somewhat disturbing—let’s just say 
that it’s pretty crowded in there. 
            The next day the MLS group 
went from Russian to Red, White, 
and Blue. We had our Fourth of July 
party a day early. Prof. Malchow 
was decked out in completely patri-
otic attire, including footwear, and 
the rest of us wore as much patriotic 
garb as possible. Also of note, we 
launched a firework. Then Jordan 
and I watched an American-action 

movie, Sahara, with voices dubbed in Ukrainian. 
            For the next two weeks we taught our VBS classes in the local Chess Club that the church rents. Every morn-
ing we had to move the chess tables out of our way before class, set up an electric piano, and then put everything 
away after class. When we weren’ t teaching, we wandered around town, checked e-mail, or lounged around our host 
families’  houses. Over the weekend that we were in K-P, we also visited a castle that at one time had been the larg-
est castle in Europe. 
            After our closing service on the second Friday we again took the overnight train back to Kyiv. This second 
time around in Kyiv we had lots of things to talk about the other groups. We also toured more of the city and, of 
course, our souvenir shopping to do. �  
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Emily, Prof. Malchow, Bonnie, Jordan, Sam, and Aunt Norma in Independence Square. 

STUDENT  
SPOTLIGHT 
        By Denise Elowsky 

 
Esther Mueller 

The  
Freshmen  
Speak 
After One Week Who’s Your Favorite 
Professor? 
 

———————————————————————— 
The views of the freshmen do not necessarily represent  

the views of the Red ‘n’  White or MLS… yet. 
———————————————————————— 

 
Student X said: A lot of students, when questioned by 
some friends, answered, “Definitely Dean Boggs.”  
When asked why, they replied, “He’s so fun and hilari-
ous.”  Some sophomores even added, “ I probably would-
n’ t have liked the class so much if it weren’ t for him.”   
 
Student Y said: I feel that I must up my stand against the 
majority. I believe that the best frosh teacher is the one 
and only Professor Lecker. In Algebra I you are always 
kept on your toes with his ridiculous banter and silly 
nicknames. He is definitely fun and easy to talk to, but 
watch your back because as anyone can tell you, he’s 
got eyes everywhere. But seriously, Professor Lecker is 
definitely a great guy, and as far as I can tell, no teacher 
can out rank him…yet!  
 
The “Blue Elephant”  said: Personally, I think that Pro-
fessor Proeber is the greatest freshman teacher. He is 
funny, easy-going, and won©t think you©re stupid if you 
need to talk to him about something. If you are a few 
minutes late for class, he doesn©t care, as long as you 
don©t make a habit of it. Another thing he has going for 
him is his totally awesome laugh.  His class is a lot of 
fun—no one can fall asleep, which is actually a big ac-
complishment for some people. He is one of the only 
teachers in the school who very rarely gets mad about 
anything. All in all, Prof. Proeber is, in my opinion, the 
all-time greatest freshman professor at this school. �  
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            Welcome to the fashion column! Here is 
where we’ re going to dissect the fashions of today 
to see what works and what should never be seen 
within a ten mile radius of you.  
            Let’s see, let’s talk about something inter-
esting. For guys and girls, here’s something that if 
done wrong could spell disaster, but if done right 
could make you the coolest of cool. How about we 
talk about ear piercing.  

Ear piercings: I think that pretty much any-
one could wear them. A single piercing in a guy’s 
ear makes a very bold statement. However, it 
sometimes depends on the guy; most can get away 
with it, but some can’ t, so if you can’ t, don’ t. 

Also, guys, if you play high contact sports 
where you are in danger of being hit in the head a 
lot or ones that call for helmets, it probably would 
be a good idea just to skip it. At the very least let it 
heal all the way before you try all your stunts.  

Now for the girls, these days it seems like 
the more the better, I’ve seen girls with thirteen 
piercings total on both ears.  This is fine as long as 
you don’ t over do it. The more piercings that you 
have, the smaller your earrings should be. Use 
small studs or something of the like. Remember 
you want people looking at you, not your ears.   

Also earrings come with a warning label, 
looking cool is not worth you being grounded, so 
warn your parents if your going to get one. Most 
parents don’ t like that type of surprise.  

Kisses,  
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Kievo-Pecherskaya Lavra is a central site for Orthodox pilgrims 
and cause many to call Kyiv the “Russian Jerusalem.” 


