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Concert Choir brings gospel
INn music down South

Nathan Huebner, Class of 2006

The most important thing about Choir
Tour was not the sightseeing, the hosts, the fun
times on the bus, or even the food. It was having
the chance to share the Gospel in song to 17 dif-
ferent churchesin just two weeks.

The first concert was at Trinity in the
small town of Jenera, Ohio. The church could
have easly fit the whole town inside, though
there was a decent size crowd for that service.

Concert Choir pressed on to Powell, New
Carlisle, and Cincinnati. There, the choir got to
burn off some stored up energy inside the car-
peted gym before the Good Friday service. The Prof. Len Proeber directs the Seminary Concert Choir
service was unique to the choir. After each read-
ing the lights were dimmed until the last song, Abide With Me, was sung in the dark. The worship service caused
singers and listeners alike to focus on their Savior.

The weather was beautiful when they arrived the next day in Knoxville, Tennessee. It was sunny and
warm, though a little warm in the church for some people. The church had the air conditioning off, and afew peo-
ple became overheated and had to sit out from the concert.

Since the next day was Easter Sunday, the Concert Choir had to wake up extra early (6:30 am.!!) in Law-
renceville, Georgia to sing. The concert was fine and so was the breakfast afterwards. The choir sang twice more

(Gospel continued on page 2)

Choir tour: How it has progressed from the past

John Timm, Class of 2005

In the past, there have been many choir tours sent out from Michigan Lutheran Seminary to proclaim the
gospel. They have all been fun, even though they have contained many different activities and events that would
be enjoyable to many. These tours aren’t without problems of their own. Some problems were found to be some-
thing as minor as the flu, where at best three or four were affected by it, to blatant disregard to the rules that
would force the director to send
some of the choir members home
early at their expense or the ex-
pense of their parents.

This year there wasn't
anything that resulted in the early
end of the tour for any of the
members; but this year, aong
with all the other years, there was
some sickness that would go
around, and it affected just about
half the choir. Last year, as the
choir went out to New York, the
choir members were assigned
partners to keep an eye on one
another. This failed as one of the
members was forgotten about and
left all alone on the subway car.
Thankfully, the member made it

John Timm and Erica Natsis weren't officially tour buddies, but the level of camaraderie is back in good health. When asked

always very high on Seminary choir tours. (History continued on page 3)
Photo: Naomi Gibbons

Choir enjoys scenery during tour

Holly Scoles, Class of 2005

No road trip would be complete without seeing sights along the way. The Con-
cert Choir tour was no exception. During the fourteen days on the bus the choir vis-
ited a tourist spot or mall every day but Saturday before Easter, which was spent
driving nine hours on the bus.

The most memorable place for some of the choir members was the Biltmore.
The Biltmore is the largest house in America. A member of the Vanderbilt family,
which at one time was the richest family in the world, built the house. If you were to
take the all of the floors in the house and lay them out next to each other it would
cover four acres. Besides visiting the house the choir also visited the farm village or
the winery.

Another memorable stop on the tour would have been in Charleston, South Caro-
lina. There the choir walked down Rainbow way and visited an outside market. Af-
ter fun on the streets the choir went to fun on the beach. At the beach some choir
member swam while others just soaked up the rays.

An enjoyable spot for some was the in Ohio. Their choir members got a chance
to let their imaginations soar as they were exploring the history of American planes.
The museum aso had aIMAX theater that choir members could go to and watch the
film.

In Atlanta, Georgia concert choir visited the World of Coca-Cola. The tour

(Scenery continued on page 2)
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Life on wheels
Profs help tired students stay
positive on long bus trip

Russell Nieman, Class of 2005

Concert choir spent a grueling two weeks on a Blue Lakes Charter bus
touring the South. Although it was alot of time spent on the bus for some
days, most people found things to keep themselves occupied. The bus was
rented out by Blue Lakes Tours and Charters and was driven by our very
own Prof. Malchow. The largest amount of time spent on the bus was nine
hours; on the bus for a trip
from Cincinnati to Atlanta
with only a short stop in
Knoxville, Tennessee, for a
2 p.m. concert. On the bus
there was a table toward the
back where many people took turns playing cards. The table was taken
down once for napping purposes, but was put back in place due to numer-
ous reguests. Some put on headphones and enjoyed the ride in their own
music world, while others took the time to rest up for the concerts. Al-
though much time was
spent on the bus, people
were able to find enter-
tainment. Sometimes it
was hard to keep busy be-
cause so much time was
spent on the bus. Often
Prof. Proeber helped
lighten the mood with his
positive attitude and his
patented laugh. No matter
what the situation seemed
to be Prof. Proeber could
aways put his positive
spin on things. Also Prof.
Malchow’ s patience made
the trip more enjoyable.

Perhaps one of the
most entertaining times
was when we left the
beach in South Carolina.
When we were trying to
leave the parking lot, we
got parked in and were  senjor Jake Hoff clings to chocolate chip graham good-
unable to make a turn out ness to help him make it through the days and hours of
of the lot. Finally Prof. life on the tour bus. Photo: Naormi Gibbons
Malchow had all the guys
on the bus get out, pick up the SUV, and move it over afew feet out of the
way. The last day we spent amost two hours in a traffic jam on [-94
headed to Saline. Prof. Malchow remained calmer than most as, he had to
sit in a bus with 40 other people while emergency crews cleared the acci-
dent.

Everyone was anxious to get away from school as the tour began on
the Tuesday of Holy Week. It was an opportunity to head somewhere new.
The trip started out exciting and gave way to many surprises. But then
again, 14 days on a bus can only be so exciting. Cramped seats, people
sick, getting smelly after the first few days or so, and having to eat sack
lunches everyday; it gets old fast. Towards the end of the trip people
started getting cranky and irritable towards one another. | think everyone
just started getting bus sick. It was along 14 days on the same bus, that’s a
given. But through all the tired and weariness of our travels, the trip was
enjoyed by all.
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(Gospel continued from page 1)
in Alpharetta and Marietta on that long
Easter Sunday.

The next day concert choir re-
united with the former Dean of MLS,
Pastor Rodewald, who is now pastor at
Abiding Peace, Simpsonville, SC. The
church and the concert were beautiful.
From there they went through South
Carolina, North Carolina, and Ken-
tucky; they also went to Indianapalis,
where Dean Boggs family resides.
They had a chance to meet some of his
relatives and spend some time with
them.

After two more stops in Indi-
ana, the choir was at their final desti-
nation in Saline, Michigan. It was a
very moving service, because it was
the last concert of the tour. The choir closed the
evening with a very touching rendition of Abide
With Me. Dry eyes were rare in the church that
day.

All of the churches welcomed the choir,
and enjoyed the sacred music. A noticeable im-
provement from the first service sung was seen at
the last services that Concert Choir sang. It was an
unforgettable trip taking the message of the Gospel in song to the churches in the South.

(Scenery continued from page 1)

started on the top level, where one could walk through
and see a museum of Coke products and advertise-
ment. Also on the top level was a small theater that
had a short film playing every so often. The next level
down was taste-testing areas were anyone could try
Coke flavors from around the world. The pop that the
choir disliked the most was one from Italy called Bev-
erly. On the final level was a gift shop where visitors
could purchase souvenirs. That same day after the
World of Coke many choir members went to the un-
derground shopping center.

Also in the Carolinas, the choir visited swamp
gardens. At the gardens there was a chance to get pic-
tures of plant life and wildlife in a swamp. During the
trip at the swamp the choir got a chance to see gators.

Concert Choir got the chance to sing outside of
churches. At the Ohio Statehouse and at an art mu-
seum the choir sang one or two pieces from their con-
cert. In the State house the choir sang Jesu, Priceless
Treasure. Then at the art museum the choir sang Jesu,
Priceless Treasure, Wake Awake, and Go to Dark
Gethsemane.

The choir visited other places, such as a Civil
War battle sight, the movies, a few malls, gardens
down south, Auburn car museum, downtown Louis-

Members of the Concert Choir relax with the Coca-Cola Polar Bear. ville, and the NCAA Hall of Champlons.
Photo: Naomi Gibbons
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Sem sophomore excels in speaking
about life

Sophie Bovee, Class of 2006

Last Thursday three MLS students spoke at Michigan’'s
Right to Life Oratory Contest. They were sophomores Brett
Drayer, Rachael Stiefel, and Kandi Schafer. This pro-life compe-
tition is held every year and is open to al local high school stu-
dents, and is a great way to voice what you think, and get some
extramoney.

At this speaking event students are expected to speak
about a variety of issues. At this year's event, the topics were
euthanasia, cloning, and abortion. From these important topics,
four participants chose abortion, three people spoke about eutha-

nasia, and one,
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on the Seminary campus and aso finds time to assist ~ fgcused on

Mrs. Manthey with costumes for theater productions.
Photo: Sophie Bovee

- our very own -
Kandi Schafer is active in the Teens for Life club here  Kandi  Schafer, llEl-:H l
cloning. There Y e
were eight par-
ticipants in all
this year, three from Sem, two from Nouvel, and three were home
schooled.
At this meet Kandi placed first, and won a prize of $150 .
When asked why she participated in this event, she said, “To see
what it was like, and have a chance to win some money!”
There were prizes awarded to the top three places. Third T
place received a prize of $50, second, $100, and first place won e 7e |
$150. The students who placed second and third were both home SR
schooled. The speeches given at this event were to be anywhere ~ Sophomores Rachael Stiefel, Brett Drayer, and Kandi
from five to seven minutes long. This year was agreat successfor ~ Schafer preparedtorepresent Seminary.
Seminary, and we hope to have a great turnout next year. o
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Cardinals open baseball season

Zach Lecker, Class of 2006

The Michigan Lutheran Seminary Cardinals officially began the
baseball season this past Wednesday, April 6. There is nothing better
than the sun shining, the smell of fresh cut grass and peanuts in the air,
along with the smack of
a baseball in a glove. It
was a pretty good day
for a game, especialy
for a Michigan April. It
was around 60 degrees
and there was a mix of
sun and clouds. The
Cardinals took on their
cross-town rivals, the
Nouvel Catholic Central
Panthers. NCC has a
reputation for producing
quality baseball teams,
so the Cardinals knew
this would be a tough
game.

Junior Andy
Baumgartner started the
game on the mound for
the Cardinals. The first
batter for the Panthers
popped up to Ben %
Wilkens for the first out Seminary took the first game yesterday, 3-0.
of the game. The second Photo: Levi Bean
batter then laid down a
bunt and beat the throw
to first getting the first hit of the game. The next hitter for the Panthers,
hit aline drive to the fence in center field and Nouvel scored the first run
of the game. Andy would get out of the inning with no further damage.

In the bottom of the first, Brandon Schwartz lead off. Brandon
struck out for the first out. Zach Lecker followed and also struck out for
two outs. Paul Webber batted next and got the third out. The Panthers
scored one more run in the top of the second inning giving them a 2-0
lead.

i

The Cardinals couldn’'t get anything going in the bottom of the
second inning either and went down 1-2-3. In the top of the third inning,
anew pitcher took the mound for the Cardinals, junior Charlie Hill. Nou-
vel would add two runs on a homerun giving them a 4-0 lead.

The Cards
would score their first
runs of the game and
of the season in the
bottom of the fourth
inning. Clifton Bum-
hoffer and Ben
Wilkens drove in the
runs for the Cardinals,
putting them behind 6-
3. Nouvel would add
another run late in the
. & - game, giving them a

N Al : 7-3 win.
Players watch the action from their dugout in Mayville. In the second
PhoorLev Bean game Sam Korth was
the starting pitcher for
the Cardinals. The Cardinals would bat first in this game. However, they
were shut down 1,2,3, and the Cardinals went to the field. Nouvel had a
pretty good offensive attack and would jump out to an early lead of 6-0,
including a grand slam homerun. That homerun would be the first of
three given up in the game. Jmmy Trommer and Scott Cooper gave up
the other two. There weren’t many highlights in this game for the Cardi-
nals as they were mercied in three innings 15-0.

It was a tough loss for the Cardinals but it was their first two
games of the year, so they may have been a little rusty. The Cardinals
had mixed results against Unionville-Sebawaing Area (USA) High
School on April 7. They dropped the first game of the doubleheader, 1-6,
but bounced back in the second to tie at 9 runs. The Cardinals played at
Mayville on Tuesday and won the first game 3-0. The Cardinals lost the
second game 13-8.

Seminary hosts All Saints at Cardinal Field today.

This is what happens when you park in front
of Praf. Malchow's bus.
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Seminary singers meet, visit with
Interesting host families

Megan Keeney, Class of 2006

As everyone at Seminary knows, over spring break concert choir goes on a two-week
trip to sing in several churches. There was a total of 13 nights where all 41 of the choir mem-
bers needed places to stay. Luckily al the churches had enough people who were willing to
open up their homes to high school students and three chaperones. The choir members stayed
with their packing partners the whole trip, but sometimes other groups of packing partners
would stay in the same house with them. So there were always two to eight people staying to-
gether in a host’s house. The chaperones would stay with choir members, and sometimes they
stayed in a hotel. The main topic of conversation was the food that their host families served to
them the night before.

The first church we sang in on Tuesday night was Trinity in Jenera, Ohio. For Amy
Arnhold and | thefirst place we stayed was a farm with chickens, cows, and goats. Their names
were Susan and Doug, and we had to pass over a little creek or “the moat” to get to the farm
house. There was a pool table in the front room so we played a few games, but then decided to
go to bed. The church is where Heather Smith and Jordan Schmitzer are members. Jordan’s
dad is the pastor there so he got to go home for the first night of tour. Heather’s family hosted
Janae Schwab, Amanda Bright, Heidi Nitz, and Lindsay Proeber.

Maundy Thursday night was a highlight of my experiences with host families. We were
in Dayton, Ohio and got to stay with other choir members. There was Amy Arnhold, Naomi
Gibbons, Hannah Bode, Mrs. Greanya, and myself. The ride home was very cozy because we
had to fit six people into a five-passenger car. The back was a little crowded but we all got
along together so there were no problems with the closeness. We were all very hyper in the car
and when we pulled into the neighborhood we all got huge smiles on our faces because it was
very nice. There was aton of food to eat at the dinner before we sang for the concert, but when
we got to her house there were chips, a special family recipe dip, salsa, homemade brownie
bites cooling on the counter, and she was putting a tray in the oven filled with good food. Our
host’ s daughter lived only three houses down from her so Amy and | stayed there for the eve-
ning. We didn’t go over there right away, but instead hung out and ate food with our host. In the
bedroom where Amy and | slept there were cards on the bed. One was addressed to me and the
other was to Amy. There were also two big Easter eggs filled with chocolate and an Easter egg
shaped candle. Hannah and Naomi also got one. It was very sweet, and we all felt right at
home!

Rachel Schmugge,
Kristin Steinbrenner, Rachel
Schussler, and Kendra Wil-
liams stayed with a nice host
family also. The host family
had two adorable little girls.
“They were the cutest little
girls ever!” said Rache
Schmugge.

Some other students
aso stayed with their rela
tives over tour. Friday night
we sang in Cincinnati, Ohio
a my hometown congrega
tion, Beautiful Savior Lu-
theran Church. | would have to say that this was my favorite concert because it was such a mov-
ing service and then going home was awesome! A former student of MLS, Becca Glover, is
also a member of my church so her mom hosted six girls from the junior class. In Lawrence-
ville, Georgia, Janae Schwab and Amanda Bright stayed with Janae’s uncle and aunt who re-
cently had achild. “It was so nice to get to see family, and the new baby!” said Janae.

In North Carolina, Rachel Schussler and Kendra Williams stayed with Lauren Krell-
witz's aunt. Concert Choir even sang at (former dean) Duane Rodewald' s church and a few of
the guys stayed at his house.

All of the host families were really nice people and it was definitely very generous of
them to let high school choir members stay overnight in their homes. Staying at so many houses
can be a bit daunting, but every night we were made to feel right at home. And even though we
were traveling through the South, many of the people | stayed with were originally from either
Wisconsin or Michigan!

Softball
Lady Lumberjacks split the
Cardinals

Jason Naumann, Class of 2005

The warm breeze, the feel of the grass on
your feet, the crack of the bat, the cheer of the
crowd: al these things are signs of summer. On
aday like today, students are eager to get out of
school and enjoy the warmth of the afternoon;
and there is no better place to enjoy the spring-
time than at the old ballgame. The Lady Cardi-
nals started off this season with a 5-17 and a 4-
14 loss against Nouvel on April 6 and a 2-17
and a0-11 loss against USA on April 7.

This week, the Lady Cardinals squared
off against Arthur Hill and the Lady Lumber-
jacks on April 12. The third preseason games of
the year started off with a6-5 win for the Cardi-
nals. Dani Gardner pitched the first game and
walked in one run in the first, but MLS an-
swered with two runs. Another run was walked
in for the Lady Jacks in the second, who didn’t
score again until the sixth. In the bottom of the
third, the Cardinals pulled away with four runs.
The two teams went scoreless for the next two
innings. Three points were walked in for Arthur
Hill in the sixth, but after scoring two more in
the bottom of the sixth, the Lady Cardinas held
their opponents scoreless in the seventh to win
thefirst in the series.

The pitcher in the second game was
Krista Pappenfuss. After a rough start in the
first, she managed to hold the Jacks scoreless
for two innings. The home team scored three
runs in the second, but allowed five runs in the
bottom of the third.

The Cardinals answered with three more
runs scored in the top of the fourth and another
in the fifth. Unfortunately, the Jacks managed to
raly three points in the sixth and the game was
called before the ladies of Seminary could re-
taliate. The game ended in a disappointing 7-8
loss for MLS. Coach Taylor said of the series,
“We out hit them in both games, but only came
away with the one win.”

Track & Field

Track teams
finish first
Eleanor Vaughan, Class of 2005

Both the boys and girls track
teams claimed the victory at Wednesday’s
home meet against Birch Run. With the
boys winning by more than 30 points and
the girls by no less than 50, it was a favor-
able start for the 2005 season. Thisyear's
team has a smaller number of seniors and
alarge number of underclassmen, but they
proved on Wednesday that the lack of ex-
perience in the ranks isn’t going to stand
in their way.

One freshman who was running
her first meet ever confessed that she was
“very nervous about the race.” However,
she was happy with the day’s results, and
feels she now has a starting point from
which she can improve.

More experienced team members
like Laura Backus, who finished first in
the 800, are aso looking forward to the
upcoming season. “Our team this year has
a lot of potentia,” Backus says.
“Hopefully we will al run fast.”

Weather conditions at the meet
were less than ideal, with high winds and
chilly temperatures in the 40s, but the
track was dry and runners, like senior Ty-
rone Gadson, were “so focused on the race
that | didn’t even notice the cold.” Gadson
racked up several points for the team with
a first place in the 400 meter dash. A
small crowd of the athletes’ relatives and
Sem students and faculty showed up to
support the team. Perhaps the cold
weather was a hindrance to some would-
be spectators. Senior Heather Smith
summed up the day’s success by saying,
“Seminary did very well today; it was a
good outcome for the first home meet.”

(History continued from page 1)

about the incident after it occurred, he stated that
he had fallen asleep, and that his partner just
hadn’t noticed that he was there, and that he had-
n't exited the subway car. Whenever the choir
would go out in their free time, they would stay
together and really look out for one another. As
it would happen, this year as well as in previous
years there was an over abundance of food in the
congregations, in the hosts' houses, and on the
bus This is thought to almost be a curse by some
people. Weight gain had most people truly con-
cerned and buzzing about how it would take
them so much exercising and so much time to
burnit al off.

In the
end it would ap-
pear that the
general picture
of the tours are
the same. Asfar
as  sickness,
food, and
friends go, there
is one thing that
IS SO very, very
different:  the
places you go, the places that you have seen in movies or read
in a book, the experiences that you have, memories that will
provide a form of knowledge and education and that will last
you alifetime. Y ou meet people that are so fascinatingly inter-
esting. Y ou know that you just wish you could travel for many
more weeks just so you could meet more people, have more
adventures, and see new places. It was an amazing experience
for everyone involved and a tradition that will continue to be anticipated by many.

The National Museum of the US Air Force on the

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, Chio
Photo: Naomi Gibbons

Emily Roberts and Russ Nieman
Photo: Naomi Gibbons

Michigan Lutheran Seminary
Concert Band
presents

This year’s concert includes music from many
styles, so there’s something for everyone!

Pop Sacrcd

Spahish

Seating is available on the floor for those who would rather not sit
in the bleachers. A free-will offering will be taken to help support
the band program. If you've wanted to get away and enjoy some
great music and dance, this is the place for you!

Following the concert, the Hardin Street
Harmony will perform their song and
Dance selections in the MLS Chapel.
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