
Brad Snyder, Class of ‘05 
JOURNALISM CLASS REPORTER 
                                                 

MLS’  annual Christmas 
Party was held on this past Sun-
day night, December 12. To 
give some early Christmas 
cheer, some students along with 
Instructor Mueller and Mr. Pu-
fahl, headed over to the Cove-
nant Hospital Rehabilitation 
Center to bring Christmas joy to 
the patients there. Most of the 
patients have been there a long 
time, recovering from a very se-
rious injury, since they don’ t get 
many visitors they were very 
glad to see and hear us and to be 
reminded of the true reason for 
the season. Many people turned 
out to play some soccer in the 
snow at 7 p.m. (This was the 
first time in years that MLS had 
snow on the day of the Christ-
mas party.) Later some students 
left school, and the intense soc-
cer game, to sing Christmas car-
ols to the neighbors across the 
street. When the carolers re-
turned, they found a graham 
cracker house contest underway 
and in full swing as well as a 
table full of Christmas goodies, 
snacks, cookies, pop, and hot 
chocolate.  At 9 p.m., it was 
time for Open Dorm on the 
girl’ s side. After half-an-hour of 
the guys feeling like the world 
was backwards, everyone went 
over to the other side to give the 
girls a turn to see how the other 
half lives. All-in-all, a great day  
and another successful job well 
done for student council. �  
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MLS prof 
sees orange 
in Ukraine 

Photo Credit: Judith Conzelmann, Class of ‘57 
Professor Malchow stands outside an old Soviet subway entrance. Notice the tie and armband.  

The color orange represents the Ukrainian opposition movement represented by Victor Yushchenko.  

By Mikhail Chernyavsky, Class of ‘05 
RED ‘N’  WHITE STAFF REPORTER 
 

One of the greatest privileges we have here in the United 
States is the right to vote. What if that right was cheated from 
you? What if your vote really did not count? How would you 
feel? Would you be moved to protest? 

November 21 was the day of Ukraine’s much-debated na-
tional election. The election results declared Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovych the official winner over opposi-
tion candidate, Victor Yushchenko, by a very slim margin. 
Although many people voted for Yushchenko whom many 
regard as leaning to Europe and the West, he still lost.  

According to most observers the election was rigged. As 
some people came to the voting booths they were denied the 
right to vote. They were told that the reason was that they al-
ready voted, but Yanukovych’s supporters, who favor close 
ties with Russia, were bussing people to different polling sta-
tions, thus voting multiple times in place of Yushchenko sup-
porters. In anger half a million of Ukrainians began to protest 
at Independence Square in the center of Ukraine’s capital, 
Kiev. 

Our very own Professor Timothy Malchow was in 
Ukraine at the time of the election unrest. He was giving an 
English test to 25 to 30 young members of the Ukrainian Lu-
theran Church who may attend MLS next year. He believes 
that there are three to four prospective students. 

While in Ukraine, Malchow got to see some of the Inde-
pendence Square protests. He says people were peacefully 
demonstrating. He also said that while he was in Ukraine there 
was talk of shutting down the airports, train stations, and es-
tablishing roadblocks. This of course would make his return 
back to the United States virtually impossible. Malchow said, 
“ If I did get stuck there, there are plenty of people that would 
have been happy to have me stay.”  Thankfully he has safely 
returned to the USA and MLS. 

The future of Ukraine is still uncertain, but the Ukrainian 

Supreme Court has ruled that a revote will be held on Decem-
ber 26. Both candidates have agreed to the do-over. The 
Ukrainian people also want a better voting count. After a poll-
ing booth is closed, the count box is taken away and is never 
seen in the public eye again, currently making it very easy to 
sabotage an election. If the election process is improved, then 
this kind of event should be preventable in the future. Hope-
fully in the days after Christmas, the people will be happy 
with the election results and the true victor will receive his 
due victory. �  

Sem celebrates Jesus’ birth 
Photo Credit: Brad Snyder 
Loren Milbrath dons a shiny red nose during Open Dorm. 

Photo Credit: Brad Snyder 
Katherine Luke, Mike Bright, and Jamie Dahlquist take a time-out from running around 
the girls dormitory. Most tried to visit every room at least once. 
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Photo Credit: Brad Snyder 
Sarah Leitz and Naomi Gibbons flank a thoughtful Joe Gawel during Open Dorm.  

Photo Credit: Brad Snyder 
Creating Graham Cracker houses was one of the activities students participated in during the Christmas Party. Sarah Ewald, 
Catherine Deering, Elizabeth Schaefer, Krista Pappenfuss, and Jacki Adams construct one of the six abodes. 

Photo Credit: Brad Snyder 
Derik Wells stands by his Santa Snoopy. 

Photo 
Credit: 
Brad 
Snyder 
Denise 
Elowsky 
soaks in 
the mood 
as she 
reads 
notes 
from the 
ceiling in 
the guys 
dorm. 
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God’s grace sustains, strengthens Lutherans in Virginia  
Stephenie Povinelli, Class of ‘06 
JOURNALISM CLASS REPORTER &  
MEMBER OF GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
FALLS CHURCH, VA 

 
On March 31, 1963, in a cafeteria at Churchill Road 

School in McLean, Virginia, Grace Lutheran Church became 
the first WELS Lutheran church in the Washington D.C. area. 
Grace ended its first year with 24 communicant members, and 
an average attendance of 29 and the next year added one 
more. Pastor Walter Beckmann was installed as the first resi-
dent pastor in September 1964.  

The present five acre church/school site was purchased for 
$28,500 in February of 1964. In April 1965, plans were ap-
proved and construction began, and the church was dedicated 
in 1966. In 1968 there were 112 communicant members, and 
an average attendance of 119, with a budget of $29,000. 
Grace completed a $2.4 million expansion project on its 
church and school in 2002. The current average weekly atten-
dance is 208, with a membership of nearly 400, and a pro-
posed budget of $880,683. 

In 1997 they extended a permanent call to Kevin Wattles 
to be their Assistant Pastor. Pastor Beckmann partially retired 
on January 1, 1998 and began serving Grace Lutheran Church 
part-time.  

Grace Lutheran School has played a huge part in bringing 
little children to faith. In 1971 because of the high attendance 
at VBS and Sunday School, many began thinking seriously 
about expanding its Christian education programs. Susan 
Westendorf was called in 1973 and began a school. Classes 
began in the church fellowship hall with ten students in kin-
dergarten through the third grade. A three-room school build-
ing was built for $160,000 because of increasing enrollment 
in 1975. 

As a result of the continuing increasing enrollment, 
Marilyn Beckmann was called that same year to teach kinder-
garten. In 1977 Joan Richards joined the faculty part-time. 
Marilyn Beckmann retired in 1980 and Heidi Baer (now Heidi 
Zartman) was called.  After ten years of service Heidi Zart-
man withdrew from teaching. Grace’s first principal, John 
Keibel, was called; Steve Lauber, Steve Balza, and Brett 
Kreise followed him as principals of Grace Lutheran.  In 1996 
the school called a 12-year veteran principal, Robert Rebers. 
Lynn Rebers joined the teaching staff in 2000. Elissa Schmidt 
was added as the 3rd-5th-grade teacher in 2003. Most recently 
this year Jennifer Steffens, who teaches kindergarten and ex-
panded education was called. Grace has two teachers© aides, 
Peggy Foster and Sylvie McCarthy. Renea Smith serves as the 
school counselor. In 2001 Grace Lutheran School reached its 
highest enrollment ever with 56 students. 

            As Grace Lutheran School offers thanks to God for the 
many blessings our gracious Lord has given in the past, they 
look forward to the future with faith in God©s continued gra-
cious blessings as it strives to provide excellent Christian edu-
cation to all children.  

Grace has a variety of activities including Choir, Tone 
Chime Choir, Bible Classes for teens and adults, along with 
Sunday school for ages 8-14. Lutheran Pioneers hike, bike, 
camp, and race pinewood car in an annual derby. The Pio-
neers is wonderful organization where younger kids learn, 
work, and play alongside teenagers. Mingles, (married and 
single) meet about once a month, getting together for barbe-

ques, outdoor activities, going to sports games, and a lot 
more. Toddler Time allows parents and their little ones to en-
joy the fun of learning once a week.    
As Grace looks into the future they hope to begin an outreach 
program to Latinos through a full-time Spanish language min-
istry and a weekly contemporary worship service. They also 
hope to purchase more land and build a Family Life Center. 
Through the years, the name "Grace" has proved to be a very 
fitting name for this congregation of believers. God has gra-
ciously blessed Grace Lutheran Church and those who wor-
ship there. They look forward to his gracious blessings in the 
future. �  

Photo Credit: Larry Povinelli 
This stained glass window stands at the front of the sanctuary of Grace Lutheran Church and serves as a constant reminder that our Lord 
Jesus rules his people with open arms and love that overflows through his means of grace, his Word and Sacraments, which are depicted 
on the inset circles in the side windows. Above the head of Christ is Luther’s diagram of the Trinity, three persons distinct in one holy God. 

Barbara Clements, Class of ‘05 
JOURNALISM CLASS REPORTER 
 
            ‘Tis better to give than to receive. This is a philosophy 
Karen Wenzell practices. She is a member of St. Paul’s 
Church in Saginaw and teaches at South Middle School. She 
put this belief into action and so did her students in the first 
week of December. They brought in non-perishable supplies 
and filled 60 shoeboxes to send to our troops in Iraq. Some of 
the items were toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, books, 
socks, sunglasses, batteries, and other helpful items. “ I figured 
most US troops won’ t be able to see their families for Christ-
mas, so why not send them a little package to help them get 
past the holidays?”  she explained.  
            When looking for items to send, Wenzell came across 
something most troops could use in times of loneliness, a 
small portable Bible. She said, “When I was in the store look-
ing for items, I came across these mini-Bibles and thought, 
‘What a better gift to help our troops know that God is still 
with them during whatever happens.’ ”  The 60 boxes sent may 
not be able to help every single American soldier in Iraq, but 
for the ones they do help, they will bring happiness and joy 
over the Christmas holiday. �  

The gift of giving: 
Local teacher, students send care 
packages to troops in Iraq 

Photo Credit: Tracy Roberts 

Red ‘n’ White talks to 
Rev. Bode: Seminary 
teacher, coach, alum 

Tracy Roberts, Class of ‘07 
RED ‘N’  WHITE STAFF WRITER 
 

Professor Marcus Bode knew since he was a toddler that 
he would attend Michigan Lutheran Seminary and ultimately 
become a pastor. While growing up in Richville, he attended 
St. Michael’s Lutheran School where his father was principal.  
The idea of becoming a pastor was instilled in him by his par-
ents, along with his four older sisters who attended MLS.  
Upon graduation in 1969 Bode went onto Northwestern Col-
lege in Watertown, Wisconsin, the next step in his preparation 
to become a full-time gospel worker. 
     Five years later Pro-
fessor Bode was back at 
MLS. No longer a stu-
dent, he had received a 
call to be Tutor Bode. In 
1978 he accepted a call to 
Auroa, Illinois, and led that flock until 1982. He then accepted 
a call to Minnesota Valley High School. After turning down 
several calls Professor Bode become a professor at MLS. 
     Bode has always been very active in the school and has 
taught many subjects including English, History, and Bible, 
but currently teaches German I, Latin II, and Freshmen Boy’s 
P.E.  Bode is also an advisor to many students and serves as 
the faculty liaison, or connection, to the Booster Club.  Bode 
makes classes fun, but a little challenging, and really enjoys 
coming to school to see his students. “ I enjoy the students, I 
enjoy seeing them grow, watching them learn, and having fun 
with them,”  said Professor Bode.  Professor Bode coached 
football for 16 years, and has been coaching wrestling for the 
past 19 years. 
     Professor Bode is happily married to Karen, and together 
have five children. Adam, a Middler at Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary; Nathan, who is studying in Leipzig, Germany; 
Seth, a Junior at MLC in the pastor track; Hannah, a senior 
here at MLS; and Jacob, a 6th grader at St. Paul’s. The Lord 
continues to bless the Seminary with Professor Bode’s faithful 
service to his people. �  

“ I enjoy seeing the “ I enjoy seeing the “ I enjoy seeing the 
students grow.”students grow.”students grow.”    

��� Professor BodeProfessor BodeProfessor Bode   

G-SPAN takes Chicago 
Jennifer Sprunger, Class of ‘05 
RED ‘N’  WHITE STAFF WRITER 
 

As one of the first adventures of the recently established foreign lan-
guage club, 37 people boarded a bus and headed down to the Windy City. 
Driven by Professor Malchow and Mrs. Kock, 12 hours (including the 
time change!) were spent in a bus.  

The main focus of the trip was the Christmaskindle� the German 
Christmas Market. Vendors from Europe (mostly German) came over to 
sell their goods. Lace, authentic food, and chocolates were a few things 
that were to be bought. Students could also walk downtown Chicago- 
Marshall Fields and Old Navy were popular. 

After a short walk the group arrived at a Spanish restaurant. A variety 
of authentic Spanish food was sampled as the students ate a dinner of ap-
petizers. A few were disappointed by this meal, but nonetheless the bus 
was boarded and started to head home. 

By the look on their faces everyone agreed it was a fun trip, and hopes 
it will be the first of many. �  

Seniors’ Christmas plans  
differ, but still special 

Janae Schwab, Class of ‘05 
JOURNALISM CLASS REPORTER 
               

Everyone has plans for Christmas. Some people go home, 
go on a family vacation or go to another family members 
house. Some students plan on going home for the holidays like 
Tyrone Gadson. He said, “ I am taking a train home.”  Other 

(Plans continued on page 6) 
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Runners-up: 
“Winter Wonderland” (2 votes) 
“What Child Is This” (2 votes) 
“Angels We Have Heard on High (2 votes) 
 
Others: 
“Little Drummer Boy” (1 vote) 
“God Rest Ye, Merry Gentlemen” (1 vote) 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (1 vote) 
“All I Want for Christmas Is You” (1 vote) 
“Oh, Rejoice, All Christians Loudly” (1 vote) 
“The First Noel” (1 vote) 
“Joy to the World” (1 vote) 
“Jingle Bells” (1 vote) 
“Away in a Manager” (1 vote) 
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” (1 vote) 
“Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer” (1 vote) 

Your Favorite Christmas Song  
Is “O Holy Night” (6 votes) 

 11 Others 

What Child 
Is This 

 

Winter 
Wonderland 

 

Angels We 
Have Heard 

on High 
 

O Holy 
Night 

 

Photo Credit: Sarah Schmugge 
Jason Nam was born in the Republic of Korea, but he grew up in another republic, the Czech Republic, where his parents still reside. 

Christmas gift ideas 
for under ten dollars 

Mark Tafel, Class of ‘05 
RED ‘N’  WHITE STAFF WRITER 

 
Christmas is coming, how wonderful; holiday spirit, snow, 

cozy fireplaces, and gingerbread cookies. But come on, we all 
know what Christmas is all about: presents. We all love get-
ting them, we all love giving them, if we have the money, that 
is. Well, here is the solution to the average high schooler’s 
empty-wallet syndrome: Christmas gifts for under ten dollars. 

Do have you any movie buffs on your list? Maybe even a 
fan of ridiculously old and cheesy movies, like yours truly? 
You can find the perfect gift at any Wal-Mart in the country. 
Just head to the home entertainment section and you’ ll find a 
bin full of DVDs for a little over $5 a piece. They may not be 
the best movies in the world, but sometimes that’s the point.  

Another idea is to appeal to someone’s interests. If there 
are photographers you know, get them some film. If someone 
listens to lots of music and burns CDs, you could get them a 
moderate amount of blank CD-Rs for under $10.  

For the Chocoholic in your life, try your neighborhood 
grocery store. Many places have been selling large sampler 
boxes of chocolates for low prices. With the variety, there’s 
likely to be something there that they’ ll like, and they can 
share the rest with close friends… (Do you see where I’m go-
ing with this one?) 

A great place to find any sort of great gifts for under $10 
is your local area dollar store. Almost everything can be 
found there for very low prices. Socks, candles, candy, toys, 

silverware, random decorative items, and even DVDs can be 
found at dollar stores. You’ re likely to run into a great deal on 
something for someone on your list at dollar stores. 

If you’ re just plain void of all ideas, go with the gift cer-
tificate. You can get gift certificates for almost anything, and 
even if you don’ t have a store in mind, just get one for the 
mall. I’ve never heard any complaints about a gift certificate.    

And if you’ re absolutely, positively out of money. Make 
them a card or a craft out of household items. Nothing says 

“ love”  like the hard work of one’s own hands. If you don’ t 
have any ideas, you could look on the Internet. There are lots 
of craft sites all over the web, and don’ t rule out old reruns of 
Martha Stewart Living. Just because she’s in the big house, 
doesn’ t mean she was bad with home crafts and décor, just 
economic decisions.  

So I hope my list will give you some pointers on your 
holiday shopping. You never know where ten bucks will get 
you until you try. �  

Inexpensive gifts for Christmas: 
 

“ If you’re just plain void of all ideas,  
go with the gift certificate.”  

Celebrating Christmas across the globe 

Czechs remember bir th 
of Chr ist-child with 
carp, midnight mass 
Sarah Schmugge, Class of ‘05 
JOURNALISM CLASS REPORTER 

 
I was quite curious as to how Czechs people celebrate 

Christmas, so I decided to interview Jason Nam, who was 
born in Korea but spent most of his life in the Czech Repub-
lic. In the Czech language Vanoce is the word for Christmas 
and is celebrated in about the same way that Americans do. 
However, there are a few things citizens in the Czech Repub-
lic do differently. 

On Christmas Eve, the Czechs go to the nearby Christmas 
markets and buy a live carp. Then they take the carp home 
and put it in their bathtubs to keep it fresh. Then on Christmas 
day the Czechs butcher it, grill it, and eat it, along with salads, 
vegetables, potatoes, eggs, and fish soup. Tradition has it that 
there must be an even number around the table. If anyone 
leaves the table during the meal, the superstition declares that 
they will die in the following year. 

After supper, a bell rings signifying that the Christ-child 
has visited the home and placed gifts under the tree. Then 
Czechs decorate their tree with lights or candles, and hand-
blown glass ornaments.  

 The people of the Czech Republic are mainly Christians, 
so on Christmas Czechs go to their churches to attend Mid-
night Mass. One of the songs that Nam remembers singing 
around Christmas time when he was a little boy was Jezisku 
Panasku, which means “ Jesus is Lord” , and tells the story of 
Jesus’  birth.  

Most Czechs go skiing the day after Christmas, and then 
they travel to relatives houses. 

For New Year’s Eve, which is called either Sylvester or 
Novy Rok, many Czechs gather downtown. As time winds 
down to midnight, they count down the seconds, very much 
like Americans do. When the clock turns to 12 o’clock, the 
Czechs shoot off fireworks. �  

Dorm decorations light 
up Christmas party 

Janae Schwab, Class of ‘05 
JOURNALISM CLASS REPORTER 

 
It’s that time of year again. Dorm students decorated their 

rooms with Christmas lights and tinsel. Christmas music was 
in the air. Gifts were put under the trees. Walls were covered 
with wrapping paper. 

Last Sunday an announcement came over the intercom: 
“The girls’  dorms are now open.”  Guys stampeded to the girls’  
dorms and started running through the rooms looking at all of 
the decorations. Tyrone Gadson thought Alicia Gilgen’s room 
was cool because she had a string of lights going across her 
room that looked like a volleyball net. 

Another announcement 30 minutes later came over the in-
tercom that the guys’  side of the dorms were open. Gadson 
tried to get all the girls to sign Santa’s undershirt left on his 
door. “Second floor was awesome!”  remarked Instructor Muel-
ler. Heather Smith agreed. �  
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Photo Credit: Brad Snyder 
Emily Brassow and Dani McCliggott smile with Christmas cheer. 

Photo Credit: Sarah Schmugge 
Korean Jason Nam recalls a Czech Christmas. 
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New volleyball team, 
coach optimistic about 
upcoming season 

Brad Snyder, Class of ‘05 
JOURNALISM CLASS REPORTER 
 

Twelve girls became Michigan Lutheran Seminary’s 
2004-05 Varsity Volleyball team on Saturday, November 20. 
This year’s team has six seniors: Hannah Bode, Lindsay Proe-
ber, Jennifer DeBeau, Emily Roberts, Heidi Nitz, and Alicia 
Gilgen. There are also six juniors: Kristen Steinbrenner, Ra-
chel Schmugge, Amanda Bright, Becca Glover, Kelly Mundt, 
and Carrie Fritzler. The girls already look very impressive and 
as long as they can cooperate and make sure that the only 
competition they face is other teams and not each other, they 
should have a successful season.  

This year the MHSAA decided that volleyball teams 
would use rally scoring where a point is awarded after each 
rally, making for a faster game. Another challenge they will 
need to conquer is getting used to new leadership of the new 
coach and the new team itself. The new coaches this year are 
Brandon Hill and Jim Kasemeyer. With Kasemeyer’s experi-
ence and help, Coach Hill (who also is Sem’s technology 
guru) hopes to weave his way through the challenges of a new 
web, the web of coaching volleyball. Hill said, “ [I am] ready 
to coach a team that is going to kick some butt.”  He added: 
“ [He sees] no reason not to be optimistic, the talent and effort 
[he has] seen shows that the twelve girls we have are the best 
twelve girls MLS could have on the court.”   This volleyball 
season should prove to be quite a learning experience for the 
whole team, a lot of fun, and filled with plenty of wins and 
trophies. As Jen DeBeau put it, “Dude, we’ re gonna rock this 
year!”   

The tune-up tournament this past weekend showed the 
team what they need to work on and improve. The Volleyball 
team showed everyone that was there that they can do what-
ever it takes to get what they want as they beat Marlette, the 
eventual first place winners. The girls just need to want it bad 
enough. �  

Photo Credit: Sarah Schmugge 
Rachel Schmugge, Kristin Steinbrenner, Heidi Nitz, Amanda Bright, and Hannah Bode take a break during the day-long MLS Tune-up 
Tournament last Saturday. The Lady Cardinals finished 4-4 in pool play and just missed a chance at the tourney playoffs. 
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Troy Schreiner, Class of ‘06 
JOURNALISM CLASS REPORTER 

 
As the wrestling season gets started, more and more wres-

tlers get excited. As basketballs pound on the courts below, 
bodies are pounded and slammed onto the mats on the mezza-
nine above. Wrestling isn’ t just big burly guys smashing each 
other like sumo wrestlers. Wrestling is a sport of grace and 
swift fluid movements, demanding instinct and intelligence as 
well as brawn. 

Professor Bode coaches wrestling again this year, with 
help from assistant coaches, Mr. Grant and Tutor Mueller. 
Bode loves his wrestling and wanted to puts his all into it, 
leading him to give up coaching football a few years ago. Af-
ter the football, golf, and cross country seasons finish up, 
Coach Bode is immediately on the prowl looking for enough 
wrestlers to fill the multitude of weight classes. Again he 
seems to have met his goal this year. 

Mr. Grant, father of some former MLS students and cur-
rent freshman, Jordan, takes time out of his busy schedule to 
help coach the wrestling team, doing it anyway because of his 
love for the sport. He is a big help to both the wrestlers them-
selves as well as to Coach Bode. 

The Seminary wrestling team is starting out very well this 
year after two tournaments and a regular meet. In the first 
tournament, the Byron Invitational, the team placed fifth out 
of 11 teams. Individually Steve Weindorf placed second in the 
125-pound weight class and Caleb Stellick took third among 
the 160-pounders. In the first regular meet of the year the 
team defeated Beaverton and rival Swan Valley, the first time 
the Cardinals have beaten the Vikings in over a decade. In the 
second tournament of the year, Sem placed 3rd out of 6 teams. 
Adam Spaude went 4-1 on the day in the 112-pound class, as 
did Clifton Bumhoffer in the 130-pound class. 

The Cardinals finish the before-Christmas break season 
with a meet at Garber, along with Bullock Creek and Franken-
muth. �  

Seminary wrestling  
off to good star t 

Intramural basketball 
heats up this winter 
Troy Schreiner, Class of ‘06 
JOURNALISM CLASS REPORTER 

 
Pull-up jumper … swish! A beautiful fast break steal and lay-

up. A behind-the-back pass. Who is this amazing basketball player? 
It must be someone who is getting their owners a load of fantasy 
points. This is where you©re mistaken. Okay, maybe the pull-up 
jumper rattles around the rim a little bit, and maybe they dribble the 
ball off of their foot after the steal, or maybe that behind the back 
pass is nothing more than a simple chest pass. But these players are 
having a lot of fun. This definitely isn©t the NBA, but it©s Seminary 
intramural basketball. 

The MLS intramural hoop league is composed of 7 teams of 7-
8 players. Both students and faculty are allowed to compete for a 
beautiful grand prize of a t-shirt commemorating their intramural 
triumph. Now you may think that this is all just fun and messing 
around, but most of the players take their basketball very seriously. 
Elbows to the chest and trash talking abound on the intramural 
courts. Professor Retberg has been known to cause some injuries 

(Hoops continued on page 6) 

Coach Kock’s Notes, December 14 

MLS 52, Genesee Christian 53 
This was a tough loss not only because it was a one-point loss, but 
because we battled back from an early deficit and actually grabbed 
the lead in the fourth quarter. We didn©t convert on some free 
throws down the stretch, they had a couple of steals and their lead-
ing scorer drilled a three-pointer with eleven seconds to go in the 
game to give them the one point lead that held up in the end. But, 
the good news is that we did make a nice comeback against a good 
team that had all five starters back from last year. We will learn 
from the loss and continue to make improvements.  

Phil Kasischke, Class of ‘07 
RED ‘N’  WHTIE STAFF WRITER 

 
Basketball season is now officially here for the Seminary. 

The Cardinals traveled to Genesee to face the Wolves in the 
first game of the Cardinal season on Tuesday, December 7. 

Even though MLS had good offensive production, its de-
fense helped the most in the blow-out win against Genesee. 
Andy Schmiege scored the first five points of the game, and 
Andy Baumgartner and Brandon Schwartz both had their 
share in three’s.   

 Four people scored double digits. Andy was 3 of 8 from 
beyond the arc, led the team with 16 points. Emmanuel Cole 
had 10 points along with 5 steals. Justin VanWagner and Dan 
Sting who are both returning seniors from last year’s team 
both contributed 12 points to the 80-48 win.   

One thing Coach Kock said was a problem in the game 
was the turnovers. The team all together had 25: “We had too 
many turnovers. Any turnover, of course, is too many, but we 
really had way too many tonight. We hope to improve on our 
decision making and ball handling.”  

Seminary showed no mercy in letting the Wolves get sec-
ond chance points by out rebounding them by quite a margin. 
Mish Al-Eisa had 12 boards, and VanWagner had 5.  The Car-
dinals out-rebounded Genesee 37-19. 

Coach Kock’s final statement about the game was, “We 
hustled and out-worked them; it was a good way to start the 
year. On Friday MLS traveled to Merrill for their first confer-
ence game.  Andy Baumgartner led all scorers with 21 points, 
17 of which were in the first half, which led MLS to a 64-49 
victory. VanWagner led MLS (2-0, 1-0) in rebounding with 9 
and Al-Eisa had 8 points.  

Seminary got off to a quick start in the first quarter, scor-
ing the first 9 points of the game. MLS never looked back af-
ter getting the quick lead, up to twenty in the first half.  
Merrill had a run before half down by 9, but in the second half 
Seminary got it back to twenty and Merrill had no chance to 
recover. Schmiege and Schwartz combined 3 of 5 from three 
point shots and Baumgartner was 6 of 18 from the field. �  

MLS boys basketball hits the 
ground running with two wins 

Box Scores 
Justin Van Wagner 15 pts, 9 rebounds 
Andy Baumgartner 15 pts 
Andy Schmiege 9 pts, 4 steals 
Emmanuel Cole 8 pts, and Mish Al-Eisa 5 pts 

Photo Credit: Phil Kasischke 



Red ‘n’ White                                                                                                                                           Op-ed                                                                                                                                                      Page 6 

Red ‘n’ White                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Page 6 

What should I  name my 20 new baby hamsters? Please be creative. 
Wow… after Roberto and I stopped our laughing, we settled down 

and seriously pondered this question. We chose 20 beautiful, yet entertain-
ing names for you to use. If you don’ t like them, then well you’ re on your 
own. Otherwise, enjoy! Boy Names: Benito, Rupert, Swasome, Chipper, 
Homer, Bart, Bruno, Rudolph, Black, Cecil, Luke, Abraham, Chester, 
Quinton, and Yogi Joe. Girl Names: Madeline, Xena, Betty, and Elizabeth. 
After having a fun time picking out these names, Roberto decided to pick 
his favorites; Benito, Bruno, Cecil, Abraham, and Chester. I knew why he 
chose Benito (RIP), and Bruno is pretty cool, but as for the other three… I 
have my opinions. My favorites are: Benito, Chipper, Madeline, Rupert, 
and Quinton. But honestly, does my opinion really matter? Wait; since 
you came to me with a very serious question, I suppose it does. I hope 
your hamsters are doing well, and Roberto wishes you and your furry pets 
a happy life together.  
My favor ite cake is NOT cherry chip with cream cheese frosting. Does 
that mean I  need to get psychoanalysis of my taste buds? 

Rober to: No, Cherry Chip with Cream Cheese, however much I do 
enjoy it, is not my favorite either. I prefer yellow cake with chocolate 
frosting and mint chocolate chip ice cream. My taste buds do not require 
psychoanalyzing so therefore neither do yours, because you’ re good 
enough, you’ re smart enough and dawgonet people like you. 

Willis: Yeah, I agree with my good pal Berto. The best cake out there 
is that Oreo ice cream cake with chocolate chips on top. Your taste buds 
are fine, unless you seriously burnt them and totally destroyed them. I feel 
sorry for you if that is the case. You don’ t know what you’ re missing…  
Why don’ t Tyrone and Tina just go out already? 

Rober to: Excellent question. I must say that I have pondered on this 

very subject myself. The answer is because I don’ t know if you’ve noticed 
lately, but Tyrone doesn’ t like girls. Actually, the reason is that opposites 
attract and Tyrone and Tina enjoy the same things, that’s why they are 
able to enjoy spending so much time together.  I will assure you that it has 
nothing to do with the fact that Tyrone’s fine mother hates Christine Eliza-
beth Krentz. Tina is a beautiful young lady. Tyrone is from Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts and Tina is from Pensacola, Florida, which does convey 
quit an inconvenience. I know that distance is no excuse, and these two 
obviously have a connection that could beat the snot out of any petty in-
convenience. The fact is that these two fine young people have something 
that all of us aspire. They have found a friend. Someone who they can 
know is right there to make them laugh, for always. They aren’ t as stupid 
as they look; they know what they are doing. They know that there is no 
reason for them to “go out” . They are happy just the way they are and we 
should be happy for them. Tyrone and Tina want different things out of 
life and are both mature enough to know that a good friend is the most im-
portant thing in the world. As God leads them down their paths to finding 
a significant other they can also be confident that they have each other the 
whole way. That truly is admirable and a blessing. The truth is that since 
they are so similar they could never be an item; all that they can and will 
do is to take advantage of the five months that they still have together, and 
make the very best of it. 

Willis: Well… this subject is funny. Because, they should just go 
out… I mean their feelings are strong enough for all that madness. But 
whatever… it’s their lives and if they don’ t want to go out and be friends, 
then it’s their problem. Although, Ty and Tina, if you happen to read this, 
it wouldn’ t be a bad idea if you two went out. It’d be cute. 
Is the swastika sacr ilegious?  

Roberto and Willis’ Answers Shoppe 

Jason Naumann, Class of ‘05 
RED ‘N’  WHITE STAFF WRITER 

 
Lost is a new show appearing Wednesday nights on ABC 

at 8. The basic premise of the show is that an airplane has 
crash-landed on a deserted island and a number of the passen-
gers have survived. They had lost their radio well into the 
flight and were too far out to sea to be noticed by anyone. The 
rescuers are searching in the wrong place, because they had 
rerouted to a closer destination.  

With a young and talented cast including Matthew Fox 
formerly of Party of Five, Dominic Monaghan of Lord of the 
Rings fame (he played Merry the Hobbit), and Evangeline 
Lilly from the Stephen King miniseries Kingdom Hospital, 
just to name a few. The characters they play are ethnically di-
verse and come from a variety of backgrounds, including a 
doctor and a rock star. 

If you can get over the initial ridiculousness of the prem-
ise and the fact that every ad for every episode uses the same 
tagline, (“But they’ re about to find out that they’ re not 
alone!” ) you might actually enjoy the show. The most of the 
writing is decent and some of the actors are very talented. I’ve 
been watching for about three weeks now, and I can assure 
you, this show won’ t disappoint. Seminary Senior class presi-
dent Mark Tafel calls it, “A ridiculously enjoyable time. It’s a 
thrilling tale of mystery and intrigue.”  And, starting this 
Wednesday, ABC will be showing the first 7 episodes over 
again during the Christmas season. So whether you missed an 
episode or are just starting to watch and what to see it from 
the beginning, this is your chance. So, next Wednesday, in-
stead of searching for anything that’s on, get lost on ABC at 8 
o’clock. Rated TV-14 and for the most part, it’s a much more 
wholesome addiction then Desperate Housewives. �  

Get � � � �� � � � !  
ABC’s new show strands 
actors, but not audience 

(Plans continued from page 3) 

students will be flying, driving, or using any other means they 
can to get home. Lindsay Proeber is going to Wisconsin to 
celebrate Christmas with her family. Naomi Gibbons is also 
going to Wisconsin the day after Christmas and is going to a 
Lions game while there. 

We have gotten our houses ready for Christmas and we 
have come to think of it as a family tradition. Many other stu-
dents have family traditions as well. Heather Smith goes to 
her grandparent’s house on Christmas Eve for dinner and 
opens gifts after the Christmas Eve service. Tyrone likes to 
sleep on Christmas but when he does wake up this is what he 
likes to do. He stated, “We wait till everyone is around to 
open stuff. Later on, we stuff ourselves, watch a movie, drink 
some eggnog then go to bed. Lindsay said, “We open pre-
sents. When I asked Naomi if she had a family tradition she 
pondered for a second, then said, “Do I have a family tradi-
tion? Oh, yeah! My grandma makes me go see every Christ-
mas tree in my family.”  Have a Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year! �  

Mark Tafel, Class of ‘05 
RED ‘N’  WHITE STAFF WRITER 
 

Over the years Chinese kung-fu movies have gained a 
reputation for being ridiculous pieces of cinema, good only 
for mockery. This stigma is a result of the low budget of the 
70s era kung-fu movies, made popular as a result of the west-
ern popularity of a certain excellent film star by the name of 
Bruce Lee. 

In that era of Chinese cinema the main focus, as well as 
the classification of expert filmmakers had, was the choreog-
raphy of fight sequences. Not much attention was given to ac-
tual plot or any aspects of the conventional filmmaking proc-
ess. It was basically a showcase for martial arts skills and 
awesome fight scenes, which isn’ t bad in and of itself, but 
sometimes you just need more than that.  

In recent times, Asian filmmakers have mastered their 
craft with such offerings as Ryuhei Kitamura’s Versus and Hi-
royuki Nakano’s Samurai Fiction. Though these movies re-
mained relatively underground, it showed much of the west-
ern world that Asian cinema was capable of making a turn for 
the better.  

The two major successes of the turn around thus far have 
been Ang Lee’s Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon and most 
recently Yimou Zhang’s Hero. Both movies boast well 
planned plot and thematic elements, but also the utterly sweet 
fight scenes that we’ve come to expect. 

The movie Hero opens with a nameless so-called hero 
(played by the successful Asian star Jet Li), soon after discov-
ered to be an assassin, entering the emperor’s courts to discuss 
with him how he was able to single-handedly ward off the en-
emy empire’s greatest warriors.  

The hero explains through a series of magnificent 
flashbacks how he was able to do this. The emperor eventu-
ally sees through his story and estimates how it actually hap-
pened. With every retort of either the hero or the emperor, a 
beautifully stylized sequence, each utilizing its own color 
scheme, follows the dialogue.  

The whole film looked like and was presented as an inde-
pendent art house feature, which certainly added an artistic 
touch; but it entertained like the delicious action movie that it 
was. All the fight scenes followed a different theme and they 
were choreographed beautifully. The battle sequences were all 
performed in good taste, not attempting to shock the audience 
with blood and gore as many of the old kung fu movies did. 
The sequences were often as graceful as dances, but not as 
boring or girly.  

All these elements are likely what caused acclaimed film-
maker and Asian cinema fanatic Quentin Tarantino to market 
it in the states.  

This DVD is a great gift for so many different people. 
Fans of artsy movies, action movies, independent films, kung-
fu movies, or just a tear-jerking, inspirational storylines would 
all love to see this under their Christmas tree. I would defi-
nitely recommend this film for everyone. �  

      MPAA RATING: PG-13, for stylized martial arts vio-
lence and a scene of sensuality. 

Photo Credit: Levi Bean (Pictured: Micah Selves, Greg Kohler, and Dan Henselin) 
Shimmering brass, booming explosions, movement as fast as a pack of wolves. War, you think. Not so. It’s the MLS band. This year, along 
with many others, the MLS band has been under the wing of composer extraordinaire, Professor Berg. When asked of her opinion of the 
quality of this years band, she says, “It is the best I’ve had in a few years” Altogether, there are 70 people in the band, and 23 of them are 
freshmen. Junior Loren Milbrath says that this years band is very good. The Bands favorite piece is “Iron Man”, and the best sacred piece 
is “Once In Royal David’s City.” To see just how good they really are, we invite you to a special concert on March 5, co-starring the Wiscon-
sin Lutheran College Band from the Milwaukee area. Later in the year on April 24 is the Band Concert. They will be performing hits such 
as: “Pirates of the Caribbean”, “Bugs Bunny”, and some sacred pieces. �  Levi Bean, Class of ‘05 

(Hoops continued from page 5) 

with his fierce play. When I asked Dean Boggs how he felt about 
playing with the students, he replied, “Playing with the kids makes 
me feel like a target for elbows. But I still have a good time.”  

After a few games so far, one team looks like it will shine 
above the rest. With big time captain John Timm leading the way, 
his team, which includes juniors Dave Starr, Drew Rupprecht, and 
Ben Wilkens, along with veteran leadership from Professor Mal-
chow, looks like a serious contender for the championship. The rest 
of the league is also looking good, and they are looking to do a little 
giant killing and end Team Timm’s Goliath season. When I asked 
Starr if they would win the championship, he summed it up with 
one simple word: “Definitely.”  Until then, you©ll just have to wait 
until the finals to see who is a contender and who is only a pre-
tender. �  

 

John Timm (3-0) 
Will Zager (2-1) 

 
Zach Lange (1-1) 

Tom Dietrich (1-1) 
Curtis Koppal (1-1) 

 
Tyrone Gadson (1-2)  
Tony Mahoney (0-3) 

Intramural 
Basketball  
Standings 

DVD Review: Hero 
Asian filmmaking at its best 

Wow, so this one was a doozy, so I decided to ask President Prange 
in Doctrine class. He said, “No, and it never has been,”  and added that it 
is just two overlaid lightning bolts. But everyone now associates the 
swastika with Adolf Hitler. He twisted the swastika (originally a Hindu 
symbol) when he adopted it for a group that would carry out his murder-
ous designs. The swastika is not sacrilegious. It never was and never will 
be, but unfortunately will always be linked with National Socialism. Any 
offense that it may cause people today is because it reminds them of a 
horrible time in the history of the world, and not because it misuses the 
name of the Lord our God 

Keep your face to the Son, Seminary… and you cannot see the shadow.  
~~Roberto James Schprecher and Willis E. MaGahee 

Photo Credit: Naomi Gibbons 
Brad Snyder: Official Referee of Seminary Snow Soccer. (Notice 
the official Reindeer Referee Antlers!) 



Red ‘n’ White                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Page 7 

Red ‘n’ White                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Page 7 

Photo Credit: Tutor Boehringer 
The night before the Christmas concert ... 

The cast of the MLS Spring Play, The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940 

Helga Wenzel, played by Sarah Webber         
Elsa Von Grossenknueten, played by Erica Natsis  

Michael Kelly, played by Mark Tafel 
Patrick O’Reilly, played by Steve Weindorf 

Ken De La Maize, played by David Chernyavsky 
Nikki Crandall, played by Megan Keeney 
Eddie McCuen, played by Brad Snyder 

Marjorie Baverstock, played by Rachel Frey 
Roger Hopewell, played by Mikhail Chernyavsky 

Bernice Roth, played by Holly Scoles 
Honey Lipschitz, played by Denise Elowsky 

Ginger Sweeney, played by Hannah Bode 
The Announcer, played by Paul Krueger 

Special thanks to the students in this semester’s Journalism elective:  

Janae Schwab, Barbara Clements, Brad Snyder, Sarah Schmugge, Troy 

Schreiner, Stephenie Povinelli, Mikhail Chernyavsky 


