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Photo credit: Sarah Schmugge 
The Seniors celebrate their victory over the Juniors in the Powder Puff football game on Wednesday night of Homecoming. They defeated their rivals, 16-6, with their talent, team spirit, male 

dance squad, and capable coaching staff. 

Seniors Dominate Powder Puff 

By Barbara Clements, Class of 2005 
  
            “SENIORS! SENIORS! SENIORS! SENIORS!”  
This cheer echoed out across the gridiron on the Wednesday 
night of Homecoming Week as the Juniors and Seniors 
squared off for the annual Powder Puff game. After weeks of 
practice and preparation, the night had finally come. The 
Seniors anticipated a game that they would totally dominate. 
Their expectations were almost completely met. 
            After 30 minutes of warming up, the announcer for 
the game, Dean Boggs, pronounced those beloved words: 
“Let’s get ready to rumble!!!”  The Juniors won the coin toss 
and elected to receive the ball. After a treacherous kickoff 
return, the action finally started. Things got off to a rocky 
start for the veteran Senior players. On the very first play, the 

Juniors scored! With the defense not paying attention, junior 
Laura Dietrich ran the ball into the end zone. But this touch-
down turned out to be the Juniors only points of the contest.  
            Initially the Seniors seemed dazed by this sudden Jun-
ior start. After a few four and out sessions, however, the Sen-
iors pulled together and their domination began. For almost 
the first half, senior Lindsay Proeber was the main offensive 
threat until she was injured by junior Kristin Steinbrenner’s 
ill-advised tackle. So with this setback the Seniors turned to 
Tina Krentz. Thanks to her superb 10-yard run, the Seniors 
finally scored, evening the game at six. And thanks to our 
skillful offensive coaching staff of Jacob Hoff, Will Zager, 
and Joe Gawel, we came up with the perfect conversion 
play – a reverse run to Krentz, which put the Seniors ahead 

for the first time of the evening, 8-6. 
You could tell in the Juniors’  eyes that they weren’ t 

going to give up. But the Senior defense was equally deter-
mined to stop the Junior threat. This resolve was rewarded 
when senior Laura Backus picked off the junior quarterback, 
Amanda Bright.  

The Senior offense fed off of this momentum and 
again found the end zone with a short drive down the field. 
With the score now 14-6 in favor of the Seniors, they cleverly 
brought out the same play they had used on the first conver-
sion and simply ran the reverse to other side. The extra two 
points extended the Seniors’  lead to 16-6 as they left the field 
for halftime. 

(Domination continues on page three) 

Seminary  
Student  
Body  
Survey: 
Would you like to see 
the Cardinal at girls’ 
athletic events? 
————————————————————————–- 

To vote please email Tutor Boehringer.  
Results in the next issue of the Red ‘n’ White. 

Homecoming Dance Delves into Decades 
By Stephenie Povinelli, Class of 2006 
 
            Seminary students got together to enjoy their Home-
coming Dance on Saturday, October 16. “Flashback”  was the 
theme of Homecoming, so the Student Council spent many 
hours setting up a dance floor in the gym that reflected an 
eclectic trip back time through the 80’s, 70’s, 60’s, and 50’s.  
            The gym was decorated with Christmas lights stream-
ing down from the ceiling. The paper records that were used 
to decorate the Freshman hallway for the hallway contest be-
tween the different classes, peppered the wall. Posters from 
the last 40 years  also dotted the landscape. Some commented 
that the best decorations of the night were the rope lights, 
which flashed to the beat of the music.  
            Before the dance proper could begin, the upperclass-
men performed an encore of their popular professor skit. As 
the skit concluded in the chapel, the eager dancers headed 

next door and the hop began. 
            Not only the gym, but also many students dressed to a 
decade. Some girls wore poodle skirts from the 50’s, others 
went totally 80’s. Some guys wore leather or jean jackets, and 
some just had the weirdest hair. Many righteous dudes got 
into the act by slicking their hair back or spiking it up with 
gobs of hair gel.  

Jason Szabo and Jimmy Roecker were our DJ’s this 
year. They did a fine job of playing something for everyone. 
Some tunes were golden oldies. Several slow songs were fea-
tured and many indicated that they appreciated this change of 
pace. But when the music sped up, many enthusiastic feet 
were jumping.  

On the mezzanine, people enjoyed a snack buffet con-
sisting of cookies, cheese puffs, cotton candy, and pop. Not 
only did people go on the upper level to eat, but it also was an 
excellent place to relax and talk or simply to people watch. �  
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Photo credit: Sarah Schmugge 
Juniors Dani McCliggott, Bonnie Whittaker, Katie Hauch, and Sam Korth relax in the commons during Homecoming Week. 

Manhunt Ambushes Homecoming Week 
by Emma Hammerbacher, Class of 2005 
 

This week everyone saw people sneaking around the 
hallways, hiding behind corners, pillars, and even people! 
They crawled on all fours through the commons seemingly 
hiding or looking for someone. These sneaky, but not always 
subtle, attempts appeared because of a game called Clip ‘n’  
Go. 

The idea of the game is to clip you person before they 
clip you (using the ingenious invention, the clothes pin). They 
cannot see you nor can they feel you clip them, hence all the 
sneaking.  

The game started out with a large portion of the stu-
dent body, but the number slowly dwindled until there were 
only a few left. Kandi Schafer, a sophomore who played the 

game, explained that since Clip ‘n’  Go pits your slyness 
against your opponent’s, it can be a very exciting and scary ex-
perience. However, the end game proved to be even more nail-
biting. The survivors of the early rounds of play had to con-
stantly look over their shoulder as they searched for their next 
“kill”  due to a special twist in the rules for the final players. 
Rather than two participants attempting to clip one another, the 
end game asked players to seek out opponents while never 
knowing who had their name on the hit list.  

When all the clipping was done and gone, organizer 
Katie Hauch declared two Juniors had survived the field. Bon-
nie Whittaker and Dan Pitt gave their class 50 points toward 
the Spirit Jug class competition. But the high spirits of all in-
volved were put into words by Senior player Holly Scoles: 
“Clip ‘n’  Go is a clip above the rest.”  �  

Photo credit: Sarah Schmugge 
Senior Brad Snyder brings the activist 60’s back to life.  
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By Janae Schwab, Class of 2005 
 

Robe bags, risers, music folders, music stands, and 
anything else that needs to be on the bus. Is everything all 
here? This is what the choir members wonder along with Pro-
fessor Proeber. Are we ready to go? Is everyone here? Is that 
where it is supposed to be?   

It is Sunday again. Time to wake up early, get on the 
bus in time, and be ready to sing. To anyone in the Concert 
Choir, these thoughts are simply a natural part of preparing to 
sing praises to God. And these thoughts are thought twice or 
even three times a month as our Concert Choir musically 
represents our Seminary to our local congregations. 

As a member of the choir, I was curious to discover 
what the thoughts of my fellow students were in regard to the 
traveling chorus of MLS. Senior Barbara Clements, who is 
not a member of the choir, had this to say, “When I think of 
Concert Choir, I think of kids giving up a lot of their free 
time, vacations, and weekends and devoting themselves to 
singing to the Lord.”  Senior Jennifer Sprunger had a few short 
words, “Early mornings, dropped jaws, Prof. Proeber laugh-
ing, and awesome voices.”   

I also wanted to get insight from a member of the 
choir. When I asked Rose Krueger, she responded, “ It’s tons 
of fun. We get to sing lots of great songs. It might take a lot of 
work, but it is definitely worth it. It is fun to be able to sing 
and travel with your friends.”  

The 2004-2005 Concert Choir has a total of 42 Juniors 
and Seniors who have sung two beautiful concerts. The choir 
keeps working hard to make each concert better than the last 
and making every note count and every sound round, rich, 
full, and free.  

There are many more concerts for everyone to come 
and enjoy. Check out the “Calendars”  link on the MLS web-
site and select “Weekly Calendar”  to find out when and where 
the Concert Choir will be soon. �  

“ Oh Sing To 
God the Lord”  
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Cross Country Success Continues at Jamboree 

BME Meets at Sem 
By Tracy Roberts, Class of 2007 

 
            What is the Board for Minis-
terial Education? The Board for 
Ministerial Education is a voting 
body of 13 elected teachers, pastors, 
and laymen from around the WELS 
along with nine representatives from 
our synodical schools and Wisconsin 
Lutheran College who serve as advi-
sory members.  

What do they do? The BME assembles three times a 
year to discuss matters that impact our full-time worker train-
ing system. MLS had the opportunity to host their fall meeting 
during the last portion of Homecoming Week, October 13-15. 
            Many items were on their agenda and a few important 
decisions were made. Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary and Mar-
tin Luther College received permission to call replacements 
for positions that are currently unfilled due to the recent finan-
cial challenges. Other fiscal matters occupied the Board for a 
large portion of its time. 

Some members of the BME were able to squeeze in a 
few MLS Homecoming events. The exciting girls’  basketball 
victory over top-ranked Croswell/Lexington, the pep rally, 
and the cold and wet triumph over Carrollton were all high-
lights. 

How will the decisions of the BME involve the stu-
dents of Michigan Lutheran Seminary? Happily, the Board’s 
resolutions will have little effect here at our campus. President 
Prange, an advisory member of the Board, stated, “Most of 
the effect this time will be indirect. Many of our students will 
have these new teachers who are called. Our students will also 
be affected by financial decisions made later.”  �  

By Jennifer Sprunger, Class of 2007 
 
      Both our boys’  and girls’  cross country teams ran fine 
races at the Tri-Valley Conference West Jamboree #3 on Sat-
urday, October 12. The meet was hosted at Stratford Woods 
Park in Midland. Under the coaching of Tutor Gurgel and 
Professor Kohler, both teams took fourth place overall. 
      Women’s individual placing results: 
Stephenie Povinelli, 6th; Kayla Loeffler, 10th; Emma Thiel, 

22nd; Denise Elowsky, 31st; Tracy Roberts, 32nd; Jennifer 
Bickel, 35th; Meredith Milbrath, 45th. Men’s individual plac-
ing results: Loren Milbrath, 1st; Joe Fetcenko, 16th; Sam Pap-
penfuss, 21st; Jared Ruffini, 30th; Cody Harlacher, 37th; 
Aaron Romain, 40th; Brandon Reif, 51st; Gregory Kohler, 
54th; Michael White, 57th; Jacob Wooster, 60th; Jonathon 
Krueger, 64th. Congratulations to all those who competed and 
represented their school so well. �  

Photo Credit: Tutor Gurgel 
Junior Loren Milbrath runs alone in the autumn colors ahead of the pack at yet another Jamboree. Milbrath consistently has 
pushed the competition and has posted record times for the Seminary rolls. 
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Friday of Homecoming Week burst open with Red ‘n’ White Day. Juniors Sam Korth, Jason Szabo, Dani McCliggott, Rachel 
Schmugge, Nate Huebner, Kristin Steinbrenner, Andy Baumgartner, Katie Hauch, Dan Pitt, Janet Scarbro, and Lauren Krell-
witz let their Seminary spirit shine!                                                                                                     Photo Credit: Sarah Schmugge 
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After a magnificent dance performance by our Senior 
male pom pons team, it was time for more Senior domination. 
Although the second half was not as eventful as the first half, 
both sides still played their hearts out. The Juniors had an op-
portunity to rally and swing the game their way when Laura 
Dietrich intercepted senior quarterback Barbara Clements. But 
the Juniors were unable to stage a comeback and time ran out 
on their desire to upset their rivals, the Class of 2005. 
            With the exception of the opening Junior TD, the de-
fense played by the Seniors was masterful, as their offense put 
together an effective ground game. Backus said it perfectly, “ I 
was confident the whole time that the Juniors were in for a 
‘Major League Bummer.’ ”  Added senior Erica Natsis, “The 
Senior defense totally dominated. We rocked the house.”  �  

(Domination continued from front page) 

Cards Stomp Cavs in 
Homecoming Victory 
By Troy Schreiner, Class of 2006 
 
            Homecoming is one of the most fun times of the 
school year, but can be one of the most dangerous for a foot-
ball team. So many diversions are able to throw off their con-
centration. But the Cardinals varsity football team was wary 
of these distractions and tried to put them out of their minds. 
            Not only was it the Homecoming game, but the 1986 
Seminary State Championship football team was also at the 
game to celebrate the 19th anniversary of this accomplish-
ment. Ironically, the only team that the State Champions lost 
to in ©86 was the Carrollton Cavaliers, the foes of this year©s 
Homecoming. Coach Larry Seafert and the former players 
pleaded with the team to avenge for that loss. 
       On a cold and rainy night the Cardinals and Cavaliers 
took the field. Seminary received the ball and set up on of-
fense from their own 13-yard line. The Cardinals started off 
well when senior running back Caleb Stellick took the ball on 
a handoff and ran for 24 yards and a first down. Seminary 
drove the ball down field with an equal mix of passing and 
running. The drive ended with a 10-yard touchdown run by 
sophomore Aaron Voss.  
            When Carrollton tried to establish their offense, the 
Cardinal defense stopped the Cavaliers and forced them to 
punt the football. The Cav snap went over the punter©s head 
and a Sem defender recovered the ball at the Carrollton 3-yard 
line. On third down, Voss struck pay dirt again with a 7-yard 
TD run. MLS was off to fast start and switched ends with a 
14-0 advantage. 
            Carrollton took the ball at the start of the 2nd quarter, 
but were again stopped and turned the ball over on downs. 
The Cardinals took the ball and ran for a huge gain. Unfortu-
nately, the play was called back due to a holding penalty. On 
the next play, a bad snap between the quarterback and center 
resulted in a fumble, which Carrollton recovered on the 25-
yard line. The Cavaliers capitalized when their fullback ran 
the TD in from 12 yards out.  
            The victors from 1986 seemed to be finding their foot-
ing. But the Seminary offense was up to the task. The Cards 
put together a nice drive, highlighted by a long pass from 
quarterback Andy Baumgartner to his fellow junior, tight end 
Troy Schreiner. Sem scored for the third time in the game 
when senior Thomas Dietrich ran the ball in from the 6-yard 
line. The Sem defense then stayed strong at the end of the half 
and forced a fumble. The clock ran out on the half with the 
Cardinals leading 21-6. 
          After all the pageantry of the Homecoming Court and 
announcement of the ©86 Seminary Championship team, the 

Cardinals came out back into the rain for the 2nd half. On 
their first drive of the new half, the Seminary defense came 
out strong and caused the Cavaliers to go for it on 4th down. 
Junior defensive back Jordan Schmitzer knocked down the 
pass, and the offense took over. Seminary’s offense couldn©t 
get the ball moving and were forced to punt. The Cavaliers 
followed suit and also had to punt. On the next offensive pos-
session, Baumgartner found Stellick out of the backfield on a 
running back screen and picked up 19 yards, but the Cards 
weren’ t able to put the ball into the end zone. The 3rd quarter 
ended with the halftime score of 21-6. 
         The fourth quarter showcased a stingy Seminary de-
fense, including a sack by senior Kurt Beach, a big tackle for 
a loss on 3rd down by Schmitzer, and a fake punt, which was 
stopped, causing a turnover on downs. The Cardinals set up 
their final scoring drive with a 45-yard pass from 
Baumgartner to Schreiner. The drive was capped off when 
Baumgartner ran for a 4-yard touchdown. The Cardinal de-
fense stifled the Cavs on their final offensive possession with 
a big sack by junior Joe Shaffer on the 2-yard line, and a 
tackle by senior free safety Jason Naumann, his first career 
varsity tackle. The clock then ran out, giving the Seminary 
varsity their 3rd win of the season. It was also the final home 
win for our beloved seniors.  
        The Cardinals take their 3-5 record on the road today for 
a contest with cross-town rivals, Valley Lutheran, for the final 
game of the season. �  

Cardinal Game Balls 
 

QB Andy Baumgartner 
10 completions, 14 attempts, 160 yards, 1 rushing TD 

 
RB Aaron Voss 

2 TD runs 
 

TE Troy Schreiner  
5 receptions, 116 yards 

 
LB Ben Wilkens 
 12 solo tackles 

 
Cardinals Defense 

Held Carrollton RB Bryan Dupuis to 97 rushing yards 
and no TD’s,  

just a game after he rushed for 318 yards and 5 TD’s. 

Photo Credit: Hannah Bode 
Seniors Barbara Clements and Heather Smith before the 
start of their final Seminary Powder Puff football game  

Photo Credit: Hannah Bode 
Senior Male Pom Pons members Michael Haas, Jason 

Naumann, and Tyrone Gadson donned Cardinal red and 
white in a role reversal on Wednesday night of Homecoming 

Photo Credit: Hannah Bode 
Senior Powder Puff coach Jacob Hoff on the sidelines dis-
cussing an offensive play with his squad  

 Photo Credit: Hannah Bode 
Senior Mark Tafel fronted a talented dance team that staged 
a halftime routine set to 80’s pop — You spin me right round! 

Homecoming Theme: Flashback  
Sunday, October 10 
Sandwich Board Review and Guy Auction in the chapel 
 

Monday, October 11                   The 1950’s  
Drive-in Movie: Back to the Future 
 

Tuesday, October 12                  The 1960’s  
Varsity Basketball crushes Merrill, 60-11 
(Professor Skit performed at halftime) 
 

Wednesday, October 13              The 1970’s  
Seniors defeat Juniors, 16-6, followed by car smash 
(Senior Guy©s Pom routine to disco music during halftime) 

Thursday, October 14                 The 1980’s  
Vote for the king and queen 
Video game final  
Air Guitar contest and 80©s Hair contest in chapel 
 

Friday, October 15                      Red ‘n’ White Day 
Pep Rally with Hollywood Squares Dorm Staff Skit and Announce-
ment of Queen Hannah Bode and King Jake Hoff 
Fun Run and Tailgate in sunken garden 
Football stomps Carrollton, 28-6, with halftime festivities: Home-
coming court, Announcement of 1986 State Champions, and 
Sandwich board parade, winners: Joe Selbig and Jordan Driscoll 
 
Saturday, October 16 
Encore of Professor Skit followed by Dance in gym 
(Dress up in a theme from any one of the decades) 
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Rachel 
Frey and 

Troy 
Schreiner 
get with 

the times 
and don 
vintage 

apparel to 
show their 

school 
spirit. 
Photo 
Credit: 
Sarah 

Schmugge 

R E T R O 

By Phil Kasischke, Class of 2007 
 
            Drew Stanton gains 410 yards of total offense in blow 
out win against Minnesota.  
            Michigan State really looked like a different team, 
than the one who played against Rutgers University the first 
game of the season.  Michigan State blew out Minnesota from 
the beginning, and U of Minn. had no chance to recover. 
            Minnesota came into the game averaging over 300 
yards of running. The Michigan State defense held them to 
only 102 yards. 

Drew Stanton was explosive, setting a new school re-
cord by gaining 410 yards of total offense. Drew passed the 
ball 20 out of 31 times, which went for 308 yards and two 
touchdowns. Stanton did throw two interceptions that only 
hurt his statistics. He also ran for 102 yards.  Stanton credited 
his performance to his offensive line. 
            The Spartans scored on the first possession of the 
game.  Jehuu Caulcrick broke an 18–yard run, to make it a 7-0 
ballgame. This was just the beginning of Minnesota’s night-
mare. On MSU’s next possession, Drew Stanton hooked up 
with tight end Eric Knott, for a 25–yard touchdown catch. 
            The Golden Gophers tried to get back into the game 
on the next possession, getting as far as the 30–yard line, be-
fore having to take the field goal to make the score 14-3. 
            Michigan State answered back with a long touchdown 
run by Jason Teague. Teague jumped, spun, and broke tackles 
as he ran it 43 yards until he dived into the end zone. 
            Minnesota capped off the first quarter with a 58-yard 

touchdown pass thrown by Brian Cupito. He passed the ball 
11 or 33, 211 yards, two touchdowns, and two picks. 
            In the second quarter, Stanton found Knott open again, 
and Knott caught a 36–yard pass for another Spartans score.  
Dave Rayner added three points later in the quarter, his first 
of three. His first field goal was a 22-yarder, and then he 
made one at 23, and capped his day with a 37–yard field goal. 
            At halftime, Minnesota didn’ t have much chance, as 
the score was 31-10. Michigan State had gained 407 offensive 
yards in the first half, and ended up with 636 yards. 
            Caulcrick scored his second touchdown of the after-
noon, on a 10–yard run. Drew Stanton had another long pass 
for a touchdown in the fourth quarter, a 56–yard pass to Terry 
Love. 
            Michigan State allowed 313 yards, which the Spar-
tan’s doubled, with 636. Some people may say it was luck, 
some may say it is because they were shaken up from their 
loss at Michigan last week, but I say it was just Michigan 
State playing a great game, and Minnesota not playing their 
best. When those two things combine, good things happen, as 
was evident Saturday at Michigan State’s Homecoming. 
            This week State has a bye, which they can use. They’ ll 
get ready for their rival Michigan at the Big House on October 
30.  Then, they host Wisconsin and Ohio State at home before 
traveling to State College, Pennsylvania to face off Penn State 
in their final Big Ten game.  MSU’s last game is in Honolulu, 
against Hawaii. �  

Spartans run over #19 Minnesota, 51-17 

By Mikhail Chernyavsky 
 
            The girls’  varsity basketball team put on a tour de 
force with a victory over the North Branch Broncos, 65 to 42, 
on Thursday, October 7. Many spectators commented on the 
exciting Tri-Valley Conference Crossover game. Seminary 
superfan Michael Bright said, “They put forth a valiant effort 
and prevailed.”  Junior Danielle McCliggott made 23 points, 
including four 3-pointers. She also dominated the boards with 
a total of eight rebounds. Senior Hannah Bode also added 17 
points to the winning effort. Asked about the game Bode com-
mented, “Things just clicked [last night]. Our potential is fi-
nally showing through. We’ re starting fresh and last night’s 
win is helping us do that.”  The Cardinals played effective de-
fense that stole the ball 18 times from the Broncos and went 
on to produce 30 turnovers altogether. �  

Cardinals Fly Past North Branch 
Lady Cardinal Basketball  

 
Dani McCliggott, 23 points, 8 rebounds, 4 steals 

Hannah Bode, 17 points. 4 steals 
Kelly Mundt, 6 points, 4 assists 

Carrie Fritzler, 4 points 
Rachel Jung, 3 points 

Kendra Williams, 3 points 
Jenny Neuburger, 3 points 

Katie Hauch, 3 points 
Caitlin Keller, 2 points 

Bonnie Whittaker, 1 point 
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What are your college plans?  
“Oh, good one, WLC, maybe?” 
What are your favorite hobbies?  
“Singing, reading, and little kids, I really like to work with them.” 
Brittany Spears, or Christian Aguilera?  
(Laughter) “Do I have to answer this? Neither, I guess.” 

Spotlight on Senior Spotlight on Senior Spotlight on Senior    
Jennifer Jennifer Jennifer    
StiefelStiefelStiefel   

Spotlight Spotlight Spotlight 
ononon   

FreshmanFreshmanFreshman   
TabithaTabithaTabitha   
EhlersEhlersEhlers   

Where are you from? “Oakley.” 
How do you like frosh year so far? “It’s fun, nothing else to say!” 

What is your favorite food? “Lasagna, it’s so yummy!” 
Do you like pickles or olives?  “Pickles!” 

Where are you from? “Pigeon.” 
What is your favorite sport? “Soccer … because I like it!” 

What is your favorite color and why? “Blue … I just like it!” 
Milk or water? “Water!” 

Spotlight Spotlight Spotlight 
ononon   

SophomoreSophomoreSophomore   
ShainaShainaShaina   
SelbigSelbigSelbig   

Spotlight on Junior Arryn Spotlight on Junior Arryn Spotlight on Junior Arryn    
UhlenbrackUhlenbrackUhlenbrack   

What is your favorite subject?  
“Well, it was history, but, Chemistry, yeah! Chem. isn’t too bad.” 
What is best about junior year?  
“Definitely later bed times!” 
Which do you prefer, McDonald’s or Burger King?  
“Uhhh, neither. They are both gross” 

By Barbara Clements, Class of 2005 
  

When the last week of September rolled around, the 
Senior class enjoyed two days off of school. Well, sort of.  In-
stead of attending regular classes on the Seminary campus, 
the Senior class took part in the Taste of Ministry. This pro-
gram has given hundreds of MLS students the chance to taste 
the public ministry in a Christian classroom setting. During 
the autumn TOM, all MLS Seniors attend and observe class-
rooms in our area Lutheran elementary schools (LES). Later 
in the year, the men of the Senior class shadow area pastors. 

I, along with Heather Smith, Matthew Kimmel, Jenni-
fer Sprunger, Andrew Ewald, and Janae Schwab had the won-
derful opportunity to get a two day sample of full-time public 
ministry in Bay City. The day began shortly before 8 a.m. as 
Tutor Gurgel dropped us off at St. John’s Lutheran School.  

St. John’s principle, Mr. Falk, showed us around the 
building and then to our rooms where we met our teachers. I 
was privileged to work with Mrs. Kim Cochran, the kinder-
garten teacher. We ran through her plans for the day, and then 

we headed to the faculty room for the Morning Devotion. Af-
terwards I and my fellow MLS classmates introduced our-
selves to the other teachers. Then it was time to start school. 

School started at 8:30 a.m. As the kindergarteners 
were filing into the room, they were mostly excited by the fact 
that they were going to Papa John’s for a field trip and having 
pizza for lunch. After they all had settled down, Mrs. Cochran 
had me introduce myself to the class. Most of them were ex-
cited to see a new face in the classroom. The kids didn’ t do 
too much before our field trip, so it was a good time for me to 
get to know the kids a little better. Nevertheless the only thing 
on their little minds was to get in the car and head over to 
Papa John’s. When we were finally at pizza parlor, the kids 
got to make their own one topping half of a small pizza. Most 
of the kids either got pepperoni or ham as their choice. The 
field trip was a great success. 

The afternoon didn’ t get any harder. I had the chance 
to read the devotion and then three storybooks to the children. 
One of the books I read allowed the kids to participate, which 
was fun. Afterwards Mrs. Cochran taught a reading lesson, 
and then it was my turn to teach science class. The kinder-
garteners were learning about their five senses, and on this 
day I was to teach them about the sense of smell. I had to cut 
up an apple, an orange, and a banana; then we would blind-
fold the kids while trying to guess the fruit by smelling. We 
finished the experiment by asking them to select their favorite 
fruit. Most of them, including the teachers, picked orange. 

When the school day was over, I helped Mrs. Cochran 
clean up the room and then we went off to her home. Our eve-
ning plans included going to out for dinner and then to her 
son’s football game. After a delicious dinner at Applebee’s, 
we headed off to Heritage High School and watched as her 
son’s team went on to victory. We then came back to the 
Cochran house, watched TV, and eventually went to bed. 

I got the chance to visit the first and second grade 
room in which Mrs. Pretzer was teaching since St. John’s 
doesn’ t have kindergarten on Thursdays. I had the opportunity 
to teach phonics and spelling. But our time was up at noon 
and then it was back to Saginaw to enjoy a night off.  

Overall, I really enjoyed my Taste of Ministry experi-

LES Provides Lifetime 
Experience  

ence. It was an experience that I will never forget. It was great 
to see new faces and the life of a full-time Lutheran school 
teacher. I’m glad Seminary gave me the opportunity to do 
this, and I know that future seniors will enjoy it as much as I 
did. It was an experience of a lifetime. �  


